WHITE WILLOW, Safix alba L.

232. White Willow, Salix alba L. ( X1); a fairly large tree, silvery
in colour because of the dense silky hairs on the lower surface of
the leaves; young twigs green, purplish or bright yellow; flowers
developed with the
leaves on short leafy
softly hairy shoots;
axillary buds of the
mature leafy shoots
narrow and silky hairy;
mature leaves (A, X J)
shortly stalked, narrowly
lanceolate, acute at both
ends and tapered to a
slender point at the apex,
usually about 4 in, long
and at most 1 in. broad,
finely toothed on the
margin, soon becoming
glabrous or nearly so
above, closely silky hairy
below and nearly white;
male catkins (B, x J)
stalked, about IJ in.
long; floral bracts (0,
X 2) elliptic, fringed
with hairs; stamens 2,
with a pair of glands at
the base; female catkins
(D, X J) very slender and loosely flowered; ovary (If, X 2)
glabrous, with a very short bifid style, and a fleshy gland at the
base; capsule glabrous (family Saliwwdc).

This Willow is widely spread through central and southern
Europe, south to Algeria and Morocco, and eastwards to western
and northern Asia, (n Britain it is supposed to be native from
Sutherland southwards, and it is found in Kins,
, It is a tree up to 90 ft. high and with a stem as much as 20 ft,
in circumference. The wood is tough and vakmbfa, but the best
cricket-bats are made from that of & mcw/m, formerly con*
sictered to be a variety of #. <///w,

